


On September 12, 2019 Lanico- 
Maschinenbau Otto Niemsch 
GmbH will celebrate the compa-
ny’s 100th anniversary.

Starting from very modest begin-
nings, Lanico turned out to be one 
of the worldwide leading suppli-
ers for the metal packaging, the 
food can, and the filter industry.

Lanico was found-
ed  under  the 
name Lamprecht, 
Niemsch & Co., 
which led in 1921 
to the brand name 
Lanico.
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During the period of World War I, 
the company’s founder, Otto 
Niemsch, realized the growing 
importance of preserving food by 
means of canning. 

With a staff of 15 employees he 
began to produce manual can 
seaming machines for butcheries, 
households and farming.

Intensive advertising and partici- 
pating in numerous trade fairs 
succeeded in selling 500.000 ma-
chines.
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With the upcoming Depression 
Lanico began to focus more on the 
sales of machines to households 
and extended its sales area to the 
former East Prussia as well as Aus-
tria and Switzerland.

At that time, Lanico was the first 
manufacturer to enable the mul-
tiple utilization of a can by inte-

grating devices for trimming and 
flanging.

The beginning of World War II 
brought difficult working condi-
tions for all production plants.
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Nevertheless, Lanico managed 
to continue the production of can 
seaming machines during the  
period of the Second World War.

On August 4, 1944 – only a few 
weeks before the 25th anniver-
sary – 70 % of the buildings were 
destroyed by bombs. Work could 
be kept up only in one small un-
damaged hall. The reconstruction 

began after the Currency Reform. 
By developing the machines Rapid 
and UV 245 as well as automating 
seaming machines, can producers 
could be gained as additional cus-
tomers.

In 1948, Wolfgang Niemsch sr. 
joined the management of the 
company.
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As a result of the progress 
in technical developments 
and to overcome the in-
creasing shortage of man-
power Lanico designed 
more powerful machines. 
In 1957, the VA 258 was 
the first fully-automat-
ed seaming machine to 
be delivered, which was 
followed by a fully-auto-

mated filling machine for the can-
ning industry one year later.

The smaller seaming machines 
were additionally supplied in large 
quantities to the can producers, 
who provided their customers 
with these machines and their can 
supplies as a package.

VA 258 - Fully-Automated
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By opening new markets – espe-
cially in Asia – Lanico succeeded 
in being accepted worldwide as an 
expert for seaming machines for 
metal packaging, starting with the 
smallest can up to 550-l-drums.

In 1962, the administration moved 
into the new building and the ma-
chines VMU 2-275 and BF280 were 
developed to offer further machine 
types to the can industry.

Lanico Accepted as Experts
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1970 - 1979

This decade was 
affected by the tri-
umph of the BF 280, 
which was mainly 
used for the produc-
tion of aerosol cans in 
this rapidly growing 
market. Subsequent-
ly, the BFD 326 and the 
BEA 6-325 were devel-
oped on this basis to 

cope with the demand for faster 
machines to produce aerosol cans.

The launch of the machine types 
FVM 296 and FVA 303 as first 
seaming machines for manufac-
turing especially oil and fuel fil-
ters expanded the product range 
of Lanico.

First Aerosol Cans

FVA 303
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1980 - 1989

Design and development of a high 
performance line for the produc-
tion of aerosol cans - the Triple 
Combi - turned Lanico into the 
market leader of this market seg-
ment.

In 1981, Wolfgang Niemsch jr. 
joined the company and continu-
ously extended export sales, es-
pecially to North America. For the 

first time the export 
rose above 90 % in 
the year of 1988.

During 1989, the 
capacity of the 
production area 
was expanded by 
adding the large 
assembly hall.
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1990 - 1999

Further extensive investment fol-
lowed. Besides a second admin-
istration building and a hall for a 
metal sawmill including steel stor-
age, it was invested in new CNC 
tooling machines.

In order to replace the BF 280, 
which was developed 25 years ago 

at that time, the first CF was com-
missioned at Malta in 1992. The CF 
series again extended the market 
share and the importance of Lani-
co in the area of the can industry. 

New Office Building
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2000 - 2009

At the beginning of the new mil-
lennium not only the CF series 
was further improved, but the tra-
ditional sector of machines for the 
canning industry was amended by 
the state-of-the-art SVA series and 
also the rectangular sector was 
updated. Designing the RCL, Lan-
ico was and still is one of only a 
few suppliers on the world market 
with a machine, which combines 

all work processes, from expand-
ing the can body to seaming the 
top end.

The world economic crises of 
2008/2009 did not leave Lanico 
unaffected. Considerable losses in 
sales of new machines could only 
be overcome by extensive efforts.

All Work Processes CombinedThe RCL combines 

all work proces-

ses, starting with 
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body up to sea-

ming the top end.



2010 - 2019

Lanico’s market leadership could 
even be extended and strong-
ly secured by developing the CF 
389 and later on the CF 589 with 
a speed of 500 cans per minute 
as well as introducing the light-
weight technology in the CF 5-se-
ries.

Early 2017, Lanico acquired KSM – 
a producer of conveying systems 

– and integrated its facilities into 
the Lanico main plant.

In 2018, Christian Niemsch was 
appointed Managing Director and 
thus continues the tradition as a 
family-owned enterprise in fourth 
generation.

Fourth Generation

Christian NiemschLight-weight  

technology in the 

CF 5-series.



As a market leader in the area of 
machines for the production of 
aerosol cans it is important to hold 
and even extent the technological 
leadership also in the future. In 
order to meet upcoming require-
ments, especially regarding the 
digital transformation, Lanico 
established the company Lanico 
Digital Solutions GmbH at the be-
ginning of 2019.

A whole century of successful 
business with alternating mar-
ket conditions was only possible 
through the outstanding commit-
ment of our employees, the con-
fidence of our customers and the 
loyalty of our suppliers and busi-
ness partners. All parties deserve 
special thanks.

Sincere Thanks

The Niemsch Family

from left to right: 

Wolfgang,  

Christian,  

Matthias and  

Michael Niemsch



Lanico-Maschinenbau
Otto Niemsch GmbH
Broitzemer Str. 25 - 28
38118 Braunschweig
Germany

fon	+49 531 809060
fax 	+49 531 8090627
info@lanico.de
www.lanico.de




